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Realities of FY 2006
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2006 Data
Fiscal 

Year/Competitive 
Status Research Project Grants and Applications

2006

All 
Research 
Projects

R01 
Equiv. 
(R01, 

R29, R37)

R03 R21 Other 
RPG* Centers Research 

Career

Other 
Research 
Activities

Success 
rate base 57,258 45,688 29,097 3,214 9,934 3,443 923 2,712 7,935 

Awards 12,519 9,128 6,037 623 1,533 935 307 829 2,255

Success 
Rate  21.9% 20.0% 20.7% 19.4% 15.4% 27.2% 33.3% 30.6% 28.4%

Amount 
Awarded 

$4,704,72
2,788 

$3,358,33
8,602 

$2,202,46
8,404 

$48,354
,845 

$299,24
3,870 

$808,2
71,483 

$454,30
4,645 

$131,061,
202 

$761,018,
339

Number 46,834 36,846 29,104 1,411 3,127 3,204 1,488 4,258 4,242 

Amount $20,158,6
97,412 

$14,852,7
18,891 

$10,503,1
15,206 

$110,68
2,635 

$599,07
5,274 

$3,639,
845,77

6 
$2,801,
820,272 

$662,750,
651 

$1,841,40
7,598 

Total 
(Comp. 

and Non-
comp.)

Comp.
Apps

All 
Research 

Grants
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FY 2006: Demand for Grants Surges at End 
of Doubling Period, Success Rates Fall
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Overall, R01-equivalent Success Rate 
Comparable to RPG Success Rate

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

19
98

20
00

20
02

20
04

20
06

RPG success rate

R01 Success rate

19
99

20
01

20
03

20
05

Fiscal Year



Elias A. Zerhouni, M.DElias A. Zerhouni, M.DElias A. Zerhouni, M.D... December 1, 2006December 1, 2006December 1, 2006

Strategies in FY 2006
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Protect the Future: New and Junior 
Investigators

Five years of support consisting of two phases
Phase I provides 1-2 years of mentored support for 
advanced post doctoral fellows- 90k per year
Phase II provides up to 3 years of independent R01 
equivalent research support- 250k per year
Almost 1000 applications received 
58 awards announced in first FY2007 Round

Pathway to Independence Award

http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/new_investigators/index.htm
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New (Type 1) R01-equivalent Applicants (People)  

Funding Rates for First-Time and 
Previously-Funded Investigators
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Success Rate for New (Type 1) Competing R01 
Applications from First-Time Investigators
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Innovate: Make Peer Review More 
Efficient

Electronic Receipt

Exploring ways to make 
peer review more efficient 
for both applicants and 
reviewers

Pilot study to shorten the 
review cycle for new 
investigator R01 
applications
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Shortening R01 Applications: 
NIH Guide Survey on Shorter R01 Applications

Responses as of 11/28/2006. Survey will extend to January 2007.

26%26%
Against Shorter ApplicationsAgainst Shorter Applications

74%74%
For Shorter ApplicationsFor Shorter Applications

3,263 responses received
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The greatest 
risk in 
science is to 
stop taking 
risks!

http://artfiles.art.com/images/-/Null/Cliff-Jump-Note-Card-C11763337.jpeg
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NIH Transforming medicine and 
health through discovery
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